When | was small, I lived just over the
road and | could hear the actual music
going. And it was absolutely amazing. But
we weren't allowed because we obviously
too young for that...

My name’s Val Simms, born and bred for
my sins in Gloucester, and the projects
that | usually run in Gloucester is all about
diversity and culture. This year, we want to
focus on the Windrush, the reasons that
this building behind me has been built,
which was in 1962.

So before the building happened, we
were, when | say we I'm talking about my
parents, because I'm not that old, as you
can see. What happened then is that the
community got bigger and bigger and
families started to develop and settle
down. And then they needed somewhere
to call their own to then be able to
celebrate.

There were four to five key people that
worked with the council, the MPs, to make
sure that we had a place to reside in.
And that's where this building was came
about. And it was really really needed
because we just had a vast amount of
people, people from all over the country
would actually come to visit. And that was
the hub to be and that’s the place to be
at the time.

A lot of people have grown up. They've
gone away, moved away. They've got
different jobs and so on. So the culture’s
changed slightly, whereas it would be
mostly West Indians that would be
attending the building. We've got a
vast amount of multicultural events that
happen here.

We still need the help and support from
outside but apart from that, it's still on
the map and it will always be on the map.
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