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At the moment, there are lots of bridges 
in Gloucester that pass over the River 
Severn, and when you’re here you see 
the old and the new, and it’s very easy 
to forget that there weren’t all of those 
crossings in the past. 

Telfords bridge hear at Over was incredibly 
important. Because it was one of the only 
crossings of the River Severn around and 
it was the lowest one on the River Severn, 
right up until the Severn Crossing was 
built in the 1960s. 

So, although it doesn’t feel very much 
now compared to all the other bridges 
around, it was incredibly important at the 
time when it was built and just allowed 
for the movement of people. This allowed 
them to move west out of Gloucester and 
to make the most of those opportunities 
to trade and move around the country. 

Although the river and the fish within it 
played a really important role, historically, 
over time, that connection has been lost, 
perhaps and we’ve seen species such as 
salmon and eel and the Twait Chad. We’ve 
seen their numbers reduce drastically 
for a number of reasons, pollution, the 
construction of weirs further upstream. 

So we really want to encourage people to 
come and enjoy the river environment and 
all the benefits it brings. And also just to 
raise awareness about all of those species 
that are lurking beneath the surface that 
really need our help.

Over Bridge

Steph Wheeler, ‘Canal & River Trust, 
Unlocking the Severn’


